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Women and poverty : New problems relevant with
gender,family and social class

 Harumi Sasatani Hokkaido University of Education
Kikuko Kato Hokkaido Information University

The recent increase in the divorce rate, although viewed as women’s
liberation and independence, has created the paradox of producing a large
number of poverty mother-child families. This phenomenon called the ”
feminization of poverty”, presents a new focus on issues concerning the
poverty problem within not only the social class perspective but also
. gender perspective.

; This article will identify the maim causes of poverty for the divorced
mother’s families in Japan.

The study sample consisted of divorced mothers(N=68) living in
homes for fatherless family.

We found the maim causes of their poverty to start with their low
status in the labor market as connected with the gender role which
women perform within the families. Especially,for the mother-child
household without a male supporter, the escape from poverty is difficult
as long as they are kept in the low wage and unstable jobs. Secondly,
even for mothers having important social class advantages ,such as a high
level of education, good qualifications and strong support resources, re
-employment is difficult, because of suffering the prejudice against
divorced women and discrimination against hiring mothers with small
children that still conspicuously exist in Japan.

In addition, today’s social welfare policy for women and single parent
families is not consistent with their demand for independence because of
the policy’s severe means test or traditional thinking treating mother and
her child as one body.

These findings demonstrate that for solving the poverty of mother
-child families, it must be reevaluated considering today’s prejudiced
gender system, family, labor market, etc., in order to create a new policy
to support the independence of men, women and children, while at the
same time encouraging their equality.

As a result, people will be able freely choose their family situation:
not only traditional nuclear family. Such will make possible the reduction
of unhappy marriage and divorce. :
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